
  

 

www.kennethmorris.co.uk 

2017  T E R RY  G R I F F I N ’ S  R E T I R E M E N T !  
R I C H A R D  W A L L E R ,  D I R E C T O R  

On 31 March 2017 the KM team said a sad farewell to Terry Griffin after 45 years at Kenneth Morris. 

 

Terry joined Kenneth Morris in 1972 working for the founder Mr Kenneth Morris.  Mr Morris retired in 

1978 and Terry took over the helm as joint lead Partner in the practice.  In 2015 Terry started the process 

of gearing up to his retirement by becoming a Consultant to the practice before his retirement in 2017. 

 

Terry has been a major influence in the direction of the practice and has given support and advice to many 

clients over the years.  He will be sorely missed but we know he is going on to better things—time with the 

grandchildren and renovating his new home with Jackie.  

 

The Team at KM wish Terry every success for the future but could  not  let him depart  without  a few 

memorable photographs to mark the occasion.  Please forgive us Terry! 

 

 

Richard Waller, richard@kennethmorris.co.uk  
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MA K I N G  TA X  D I G I TA L : L I K E  I T  OR  NOT , I T ’ S  O N  IT S  WAY  

I F  YO U  DO N ’T  A S K  

Making Tax Digital will be the biggest change to the UK tax system for a generation and  despite calls for 

delays in its introduction HM Revenue & Customs are still planning to phase this in from April 2018. 

 

This means in future most businesses, the self-employed and landlords will need to use software or some 

form of “app” to keep their business records.  Submissions will have  to be made to HMRC  once every 

quarter within  one month of the end of each quarter.  In addition, a  year-end  submission  will  be made 

including final trading results within ten months of the year-end.  This means five returns per year rather 

than the current annual return!  At the moment HMRC have not provided details of the software they 

promised to provide or detailed guidance on how the system will work in practice.  So far, we know that: 

 

• Spreadsheets:  Businesses will be able to continue to use spreadsheets for record-keeping but they 

must ensure that these meet the necessary requirements of Making Tax Digital for Business and this is 

likely to involve combining it with Making Tax Digital for Business compliant software. 

• Digital record-keeping:  The requirement to keep digital records does not mean that businesses 

have to make and store invoices and receipts digitally.  They can keep records in paper form if they 

prefer.  However, it does seem that transactions will need to be stored digitally.  Desktop software 

will be available to fulfil any MTDfB requirements. 

• Exemptions and deferrals:  Businesses with a turnover greater than the VAT threshold (£85,000 

from 1 April 2017) will start quarterly reporting from April 2018.  Those with a turnover below the 

VAT threshold will start in April 2019.  Those with a turnover under £10,000 will be exempt from 

quarterly reporting.  Limited companies will not come into MTDfB until April 2020. 

 

KM has a variety of on-line solutions ready to meet the MTDfB challenge so please get in touch if you are 

interested in keeping one step ahead. 

 

Rob Hill, rob@kennethmorris.co.uk  

There is  a  saying, “if you don’t  ask you don’t get” but there is a limit.  H M Revenue &  Customs  have re-

leased a list of some of the most outlandish expense claims made: 

 

• Holiday flights to the Caribbean 

• Luxury watches as Christmas gifts for staff (from a company with no employees) 

• International flights for dental treatment ahead of business meetings 

• Pet food for a Shih Tzu “guard dog” 

• Armani jeans as protective clothing for painter and decorator 

• Cost of regular Friday night ‘bonding sessions’ running into thousands of pounds 

• Underwear for personal use 

• A garden shed for private use, plus the costs of the space it takes up in the garden 

• Betting slips 

• Caravan rental for the Easter weekend 

 

If only … 

 

Carolyn Taylor, carolyn@kennethmorris.co.uk  



  

 

H M Revenue & Customs is introducing technology which will recognise a taxpayer’s voice when they 

phone HMRC.  They have developed a process which will reduce the number of security  questions  which  

are required when phoning HMRC helplines.  

 

Individuals phoning the tax credits and self-assessment lines will now be invited to enroll for  Voice ID by 

recording a passphrase.  They may be required to repeat the message up to five times and will then be 

passed to the contact center who will deal with the query in the usual way.  

 

The Voice ID system will go live soon but activation and recording of the passphrase has already started. 

The recorded passphrase will be saved and used to  confirm identity  on subsequent calls.  The matching 

process uses more than 100 characteristics.  However, the technology  is not being introduced on Agent 

direct lines. 

 

Those who use HMRC’s mobile app can already use fingerprints to access the information on  Apple and 

Android devices.  HMRC plan to introduce this for Windows versions of the app during 2017. 

 

Carolyn Taylor, carolyn@kennethmorris.co.uk  www.kennethmorris.co.uk 

GRA N D  DE S IGN S /HOM E S  UN D E R  TH E  HA M ME R—VAT  

Building your dream home or renovating empty properties can be costly, but there are some little-known 

VAT opportunities that could help. 

 

In most cases VAT is payable on the costs of renovating or adapting an empty home for re-use (currently 

20%).  But here is the good news - there are several circumstances where VAT can be charged at a reduced 

rate of 5% or even zero-rated; 

 

• 0% on new builds or adaptations to homes for disabled, for labour and building materials 
• 5% on converting a building from one residential use to a different residential use 
• 5% on renovating a house or flat that has been empty for at least two years before work commences 
 

The owner of the property is responsible for obtaining a certificate for the reduced or zero rate treatment 
and they need to supply a copy to the contractor/developer to enable the correct VAT charge to be made. 

There can be a charge if the use changes in a ten year period after completion. 

HMRC TO  U S E  VOI C E  ID E N T I F I C AT I ON  TE C H N OL OGY  

A VAT refund application can be made by  a DIY  housebuilder 

or  those that  have renovated  property previously empty for 

ten years, within three months of the completed project.  It is 

crucial that contractors, developers and DIY  builders use the 

correct rates of VAT to ensure a successful refund. 

 

For  example,  if  reduced   rate  qualifying  expenditure on  a 

renovation was £200,000 the cash flow advantage is already at 

15%  totalling  £30,000,  by  using  the  5% reduced  rate.  The 

reduced rate VAT paid of £10,000 may then be eligible for refund 

providing possible savings of £40,000 in VAT. 

 

Mark Withington, mark@kennethmorris.co.uk  



  

 

Whilst every effort has been made to provide valuable, useful information in this publication, we accept no responsibility or any form of liability from reliance upon 

or use of its contents.   

T: 01527 872888 

E: mail@kennethmorris.co.uk 
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R I C H A RD  WA L L E R  D I D  IT !  

On 2 March 2017 Richard Waller completed  his charity skydive at  120mph from 2.5 miles up.  After a 

number of sleepness nights and a postponement on the day due to high winds, Richard took to the skies at 

1.30pm with his new best mate “Geoff”.  All the appropriate training was  undertaken  and  the relevant 

questions asked by the professional skydiver, Geoff, “do you have life insurance” and “what  is  your  wife 

doing for dinner tonight as I’m available” did nothing to deter Richard from making the jump on  the day.  

Really, Richard just wanted to get it over with as  he  was determined to take the plunge  for  our  three 

chosen charities, the RNLI, Skiing With Heroes and Cure Leukaemia.   

 

Richard has raised in the region of £3,000 and would like to thank everyone for their support and all those 

who have sponsored him.  This money will help each charity continue  their amazing work especially as they 

rely solely on the generosity and support of the public.   

 

If you would like to view the video footage of Richard in flight (look out for the flapping cheeks) please take a 

look at Richard’s charity page at www.virginmoneygiving.com/richardwaller5 

 

 

Sue Bellingham, sue@kennethmorris.co.uk  

 


